Modern: Fitting modern styles of tyres have lots of benefits, especially with regard to wet road grip and general handling, but may not always suit a particular bike’s chassis. There is the risk of over-loading the frame to the point of causing damage. Modern tyres also have their own pressure ranges which tend to be 3 to 4 psi higher than the older styles had as recommended.
Because TT100s would not easily fit between the Roadholder front forks, Dunlop introduced the Arrowmax series. However these tyres, like the company, soon disappeared from the market place leaving only Avon producing the Venom range for both front and rear wheels.

Avon Traditional: In their time a very popular range of tyres now available in modern compounds.

Front: Speedmaster MkII, original pattern, pre-metric sizes, 19” and 21” available.

Rear: 
Safety Mileage SM MkII, in A, B or C tread patterns, pre-metric sizes. 
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Avon Classic: High performance tyres for 

classic motorcycles.

Front: AM20/21 Roadrunner, front fitting,     

          metric sizing, 90/90-19” or 90/90-21”.

Rear: AM9 Roadrunner, front or rear, 

          original Roadrunner tread, 
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          metric/inch sizes limited to 4.10” x 19” only.

[image: image5.jpg]


Avon Modern: Modern styling in classic tyre sizes.
Roadrider X-ply.  A modern tread pattern in metric sizing. 

Front tyres are only available in 90/90-19 and 90/90-21. 

A 110/80V18 Universal is available for the rear fitment.

Roadrider MkII.  A modern tread pattern in metric and 
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Dimensions Universal Racing Three-stud ‘Racing Rib
: . Revs. . Revs. . Revs.
Tyre size desg'li:‘tion Diameter| Width 5:"";:5‘ r?nel: Diameter| Width li:yi‘:sg ) ;?I: Diameter| Width Rr:dlilgsg mr;
ins. ins. ins ins. ins. ins. ins, ins. ins. ins.

2.75x21 .. | WM1-21 27.37 2.86 13.40 752 27.30 292 12.90 786 26.90 2.70 13.11 768
WM2-21 27.38 2.86 13.28 759 —_ — — —_ 27.00 2.75 13.16 765

3.00x21 .. | WM1-21 27.70 3.12 13.34 756 27.78 3.08 13.36 754 27.50 3.00 13.19 763
WM2-21 27.85 3.15 13.40 752 —_ —_ —_ — 27.60 3.05 13.24 760

3.00x20 .. | WM1-20 26.70 312 12.84 784 26.78 3.08 12.82 785 26.50 3.00 1269 | 794
WM2-20 26.90 3.15 12.95 780 —_ — — — 26.60 3.05 12.74 791

3.00x19 .. | WM1-19 25.70 312 12.34 816 —_ — — — 25.50 3.00 12.19 826
WM2-19 2590 | 3.5 12.42 812 —_ — — — 26.60 3.10 12.24 e
3.25%19 .. | WM2-19 26.47 3.53 12.70 793 26.63 3.53 12.74 790 26.30 3.40 12.58 801
WM3-19 26.54 3.58 12.73 790 —_ — —_ —_ 26.30 3.50 12.58 801
3.50x19 .. | WM2-19 26.90 3.80 12,90 780 26.90 3.60 12.80 788 —_ —_ — —
WM3-19 26.95 3.85 12.93 778 — — — — — —_ - —_
4.00%19 .. | WM3-19 27.90 4.30 13.32 756 — — — — - — —_ —_
4.00x18 .. | WM3-18 2690 | 4.30 12.82 785 — — — —_ — —_ — —_

Supplied by the Dunlop Rubber Co. Ltd., this table indicates tyre and rim sizes, dimensions and revolutions per mile under normal
conditions and at correct pressures. .




some pre-metric sizing, ie. 3.25” x 19”. Also some 

front and rear fittings, i.e. 100/90-19 are Universal.  

All sizes available except 21” fronts.

All are made with the most modern compounds, so grip levels will be down to the tread pattern.  Modern patterns put more rubber down so tend to be more ‘grippy’.  The increasing availability of 21” fronts is due to their use on modern adventure style bikes.

Dunlop Classic: Universal fitting – Popular with competitive riders.
K70. Universal, original block tread pattern in

          3.25” & 3.50 x 19”, 4.00” x 18” only. 

TT100 (K81) Classic, original tread pattern,

universal fitting for 18” and 19” rims, 

metric/imperial sizes only available as 

4.10” & 4.25” x 18”, 3.60” & 4.10” x 19”. 

TT100GP,  original tread pattern, but with a 

          rounder profile, in limited metric/imperial sizes, 

         100/90 x 19” front and 130/80 x 18” rear,         

          all use modern compounds.

Continental                                                                    

 

ContGo, a modern tread pattern in limited 

              metric and pre-metric sizes, 

Front: 3.25” x 19”, 100/90-19”, 3.00” x 21”, 90/90 x 21”.

Rear: 4.00” x 18 or 110/90 x 18”.

ContiClassicAttack, a modern radial tyre in classic sizes, 

Front: 90/90R18 & 100/90R19, 

Rear: 100/90R19, 110/90R18 & 120/90R18

 

	NORTON ROAD MACHINES 

	Model/s
	Year/s
	Front Rim
	Front Tyre
	Rear Rim
	Rear Tyre

	Model 7
	1948-52
	WM1 x  21”
	3.00” x 21”
	WM2 x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Model 77
	1950-51
	WM1  x 21”
	3.00” x 21”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Model 77
	1952
	WM1  x 21”
	3.00” x 21”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Model 7
	1953-55
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x 19”
	WM2 x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Models 88 & 99
	1952-56
	WM2  x 19”
	3.00” x 19”
	WM2 x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Models 88 & 99
	1957-61
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x 19”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Model 77
	1957-58
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x19”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Model 88SS
	1962-66
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x19”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Model 99SS
	1961-62
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x19”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	650 (USA)
	1961-62
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x 19”
	WM2  x 19”
	4.00” x 19”

	650SS
	1962-68
	WM2  x 19”
	3.00” x 19”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Atlas
	1962-68
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x 19”
	WM2  x 18”
	4.00” x 18”

	Mercury
	1969-70
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x 19”
	WM2  x 19”
	4.00” x 19”

	Commando
	1968-71
	WM2  x 19”
	3.00” x 19”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	NORTON AMC HYBRIDS 

	G15CS & N15CS
	1963-68
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”
	WM3  x 18”
	4.00” x 18”

	P11 & P11A
	1967-68
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”
	WM3  x 18”
	4.00” x 18”

	G15 Mk2
	1964-68
	WM3 x 18”
	3.50” x 18”
	WM3 x 19”
	4.00” x 18”

	G15CSR & 33CSR
	1965
	WM2  x 18”
	3.25” x 18”
	WM2  x 18”
	3.50” x 18”

	G15CSR & 33CSR
	1965-67
	WM2  x 19”
	3.25” x 19”
	WM2  x 19”
	3.50” x 19”

	Nomad
	1958-60
	WM1 x 21”
	3.00” x  21”
	WM3 x 19”
	4.00” x 19”


Notes on Hybrids, including:

Norton P11, P11A, N15CS and Nomad; Matchless G15CS & G15CSR, and AJS 33CSR

P11 and P11A: The 3.25” x 19” ribbed front tyre was recommended for high-speed use. The 4.00” x 18” rear was an off-road tyre.

Matchless G15CS and Norton N15CS: The 3.50” x 19” front was a knobbly off-road tyre. The later models used Dunlop K70, 3.50” x 19” as front tyres. The 1966 N15CS models also used Avon off-road tyres. The later models used the Dunlop K70, 3.50” x 19” on both front and rear wheels. The 1966 N15CS models also used the Avon off-road tyres at the front and rear. 

 The G15Mk2 was specified with 4.00” x 18” front and rear tyres in some of the Factory Sales 

 Brochures. 

Norton Nomad: The front wheel was generally built around a Dunlop WM1 x 21” rim, but the factory also dispatched bikes with WM1 x 19” front rims. The tyres were generally Avon Gripster ‘off-road’ at the front and rear. Both wheel rims had security bolts fitted to them as standard. Sometimes two bolts per rim. The Nomads had a WM3 X 19” rear wheel and 4.00” x 19” rear tyre.

Imperial to metric tyre equivalents:

	TYRE SIZE COMPARISON

	HISTORIC SIZES
	MODERN SIZES

	Original Profile
	Imperial
	Metric

	3.00 / 3.25
	3.60
	90/90

	3.50
	4.10
	100/90

	4.00
	4.25 / 85
	110/90

	4.25
	4.70
	120/90


Restoration and Running Notes:
Of those currently available, many riders report favourably on their experiences with the Avon Roadrider on the front, rear or both. Also good reports abound for the Speedmaster- SM combination.  Other NOC members have tested the ContiClassicAttack, which look really skinny but apparently grip really well. Many of the Avon range are available as race tyres too but these have not listed.

This list also ignores the likes of Bridgestone and Michelin etc. as they do not specify classic pairings, but suitable tyres may be available.  Also, many look-a-likes are available, but their quality is unknown.  Some are branded (V-Rubber, IRC, Maxxis) some not.  Buyer beware!  

If your Norton is seriously ridden, then buy respected modern tyres. If it's just to be looked at, then maybe get the look-a-likes.  The Avon Speedmaster, SM and the Dunlop K70 were OEM and still look the same, but are made from better quality modern materials.  Sadly it appears the Avon GP and the Dunlop ribbed front are no longer offered, even in race compounds.

The old styles of tyre are still being produced in batches and so are generally available to those owners who want to keep their machines as ‘near’ to original as practicable. One major point to be aware of is that generally these are reproduction tyres, made from compounds that may differ from the original rubber mix. In which case, tyre pressures may need to be altered and condition of the tread and walls frequently checked.
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